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Dear Belfair Elementary Families, 
 
I hope you are safe, healthy, and well. So much has changed since March 16th when Governor Inslee 
closed schools in Washington. His original order was for us to remain closed until April 24th. However, 
on April 9th Governor Inslee announced that schools will be closed through the end of this school year. 
Although schools are closed, the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), has directed 
school districts across the state to provide continuous learning for all students. OSPI has also directed 
districts to maintain two-way communication between schools and families. General Education and 
Special Education teachers are required to have at least one occurrence of two-way communication 
with each student/family by phone, the Remind app, or by video conference each week. Our Science, 
PE, Music, and Art specialists, who have almost 500 students each, are asked to provide work each 
week, and to respond to any questions or comments they receive from individual students/families. 
Please do your part to help maintain two-way communication with teachers each week. 
 
In the North Mason School District, we are distributing work packets each Friday to keep students 
learning and moving forward. The packets are created by classroom teachers and our specialists. Our 
English Language Development and Special Education teachers are also providing their students with 
work specific to their individual learning goals. The packets may include links to educational websites 
and online resources that support continuous learning from home. We encourage students to take 
advantage of the online resources if possible. However, because not every student has a computer or 
access to the Internet, the online resources are considered optional.  
 
Q: Will the district be providing computers and internet access to families? 
A: We are currently working on a plan to check out laptops to students. 
 
Q: How can I receive my child’s learning activity packets? 
A: Packets are being delivered to families by school bus along with Grab & Go meals, and at the front 
entrance to Belfair Elementary on Monday through Friday between 11:00 and 1:00.  
 
Q: How can I return my child’s learning activity packets? 
A: Completed packets can be turned in any day of the week where meals are handed out. Alternatively, 
pictures of completed work can be sent to teachers using the Remind app.  
 
Q: I don’t have the ability to have my child complete the whole packet, what do I do? 
A: Our goal is to keep students engaged in learning as best as possible, but we also know that some 
students may not be able to complete and turn in all of the work in the packets due to their unique family 
situations during this challenging time. Our advice to families who are finding it difficult to help their 
student(s) with their schoolwork right now is to focus on reading first, and then do as much writing and 
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math as possible. Turn in any amount of schoolwork (no matter how much or how little) in the packet 
that was completed, via pictures on Remind or to the Grab & Go sites.  
 
You may also share with teachers any additional learning that your student(s) are participating in that 
you discovered on your own (for example, a science, cooking, or construction project).  
 
Q: Does my child’s work to teachers have to be packets, or can it be other activities that show 
us meeting the goals set by teachers? 
A: We’d like students to complete as much of the packet as possible. Parents can provide their 
student(s) with additional learning activities to do at home and share their learning with their teacher.  
 
Q: Do I have to turn in the previous packet to get a new one? 
A: No, students will receive a new packet each Friday regardless of whether or not they have 
completed the previous packet.   
 
Q: How will my child be graded? 
A: Once teachers receive completed work, they will provide students and their families with some 
feedback. The feedback will not necessarily be a letter grade or score, however. Students’ schoolwork 
will be counted on the end-of-year report card, but it will be evaluated in a different way than usual. We 
are waiting for more guidance from the state regarding grading before we know specifically how our 
spring report cards will look.  
 
Q: Will my child move on to the next grade? 
A: Our intention is to pass students to the next grade level at the end of the school year. That is why it 
is so important for students to be engaged in continuous learning at home during this school closure. 
Teachers are working hard to create the packets and expect that they are completed each week to the 
students’ best ability. If students continue learning each day, they will be more prepared for the next 
grade level when they return to school in the Fall.  
 
Lastly, because this can be a distressing time for some students, the State Superintendent has 
emphasized the need for schools to support their social-emotional well-being. Teachers and our school 
counselor are providing social-emotional learning activities in the work packets. If you feel additional 
support is needed in this area, please request that when communicating with your child’s teacher. 
 
If you have any further questions, please email at dking@northmasonschools.org,  
or call (360) -277-2231. You can also find periodic messages from me to parents and students on my 
principal page on Facebook at “Dan King, Belfair Elementary Principal.” 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dan King, Principal 
Belfair Elementary 
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